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NOTES FROM THE CHAIR: BRANCH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND 
THE FUTURE OF THE BRANCH 

Although 2023 is well under way, we would still like to wish all our members a happy, 
healthy and prosperous new year. 

SAAFA MISSION STATEMENT 

The South African Air Force Association will, through the participation of its members, 

• Maintain and foster FRIENDSHIP and CAMERADERIE among all persons eligible 

for membership. 

• Provide support and general WELL BEING for aged members requiring assistance. 

• Perpetuate the memory of and COMMEMORATE those who have given their lives 

in the service of their country. 

• Promote the INTERESTS, IMAGE and HERITAGE of the South African Air Force 

Association, the South African Air Force, and their members. 

Extract from Chapter 1 of the SAAFA Manual of Administration 

As the current members of the Branch Executive Members, we would like to request 
members to see the following discussions in the light of the mission of the SA Air Force 
Association, particularly the second phrase “though the participation of its members”. 

Whilst planning for the Branch for the foreseeable future is in place up until the AGM is in 
place, what will happen beyond that is a great unknown.  I will be stepping down as 
Chairperson of the Branch Executive Committee after serving on the BEC for some 7 
years. Annetjie Rogers also wishes to step down after serving some 15 years.  This leaves 
only Tim Cockbain, with also in excess of some 15 years’ service is willing to continue 
serving on the BEC.  We have had members indicating their willingness to assist with 
Branch activities, such as organising the Memorial Service and the members who serve 
at 43 Air School undertaking to continue to take the lead in the Victory Cup Golf Day. 
These contributions will help to ease the burden of running the Branch. However, the 
Branch needs capable members to serve on the Branch Executive Committee.  

The age distribution of our membership makes it almost impossible for many of the older 
members to effectively serve on the BEC. However, we do have several members who 
are able to effectively serve on the BEC. It is to those members that we wish to address 
this issue of the future of the Branch. 

The SAAFA Manual of Administration (Chapter 3) stipulates how branches should be 
administered. The branch executive committee should consist of the following members: 
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• Chairperson 

• Deputy Chairperson 

• Treasurer 

• Secretary 

• Not less than three additional committee members.  

• Additional members can be co-opted for specific tasks during the course of the term 

of office of the committee. 

This equates to a minimum of seven BEC members. Currently the Branch has three 
members, with the Chairperson also filling the vacant roles of treasurer and secretary and 
an additional role of newsletter editor/scribe. The position of Deputy Chairperson is 
vacant. Tim Cockbain fills the very arduous role of running the fundraising and Annetjie 
Rogers runs the welfare portfolio. Their contributions led to the effective running of the 
Branch can be seen elsewhere in the newsletter. Over the last 7 years only one member 
has stepped forward to serve on the committee and seven have stepped down. 

Unless new members are found for BEC, the Branch will not be able to function in 
accordance with the SAAFA requirements.  An official call for the nominations of members 
to serve on the BEC will be sent out soon. Members should please encourage fellow 
members who have the capabilities to support the running of the Branch to stand for 
election or personally indicate to the BEC their willingness to serve on the committee.  If 
none come forward, the most likely scenario is that the only motion to be tabled at the 
AGM will be “The Closure of the Port Alfred Branch of the SA Air Force Association”. 

It would be a sad day in the history of the SA Air Force Association when a Branch with 
a proud history and one that is still fully functional, must stop because the majority of 
capable members have no desire to serve the Branch. As I have said every year for the 
past five years, the Branch exists for its members, however, the Branch cannot exist 
without the support of its members. Thus, the plea remains: Please help SAAFA PA to 
continue to help those who depend on it for sustenance and also those who appreciate 
its comradeship and camaraderie. 

WELFARE OF MEMBERS (ANNETJIE ROGERS) 

Hello to all our over-heated and frustrated friends! This heat and humidity is nobody's 
idea of an ideal situation. I can honestly tell you all that I am not handling it at all, never 
mind badly! It sounds like you all are doing fine under the circumstances despite the heat 
and load shedding. Hang in there, try and keep cool, drink lots of water and stay out of 
the midday heat! Believe me, I only go outside when I must! 

As always, I can be reached at 082 537 9033 if you know of anyone who is not well and 
needs to be mentioned and supported by our group. 

Fond regards, 
Annetjie Rogers and our team on the Committee. 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES FOR FEBRUARY  

We would like to wish the following members a very happy birthday and everything of the 
very best for the coming year: Koos van Rensburg (2nd) and Mike Neave (11th). We wish 
you all happiness and good health for the years to come. 

NEXT MONTHLY MEETING AND LUNCH 

The next meeting and lunch will be held on Monday 6 February at 11:30 for 12:00 at the 
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Hibiscus Room at Settlers Park. Please advise by email at pa@saafa.co.za if you are 
attending or apologising by no later than 31 January 2023. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting is planned for 3 April 2023. We will advise members about 
the venue and time closer to the date. 

VICTORY CUP GOLF DAY 

 

This year’s Victory Cup Golf Competition exceeded all expectations thanks to the 
dedication and very hard work of especially 2 members, Tim Cockbain and Koos van 
Rensburg. 

Tim, assisted by Ruth, was 
responsible for the fundraising during 
the run-up to and on the actual day of 
the Competition. Tim had the arduous 
task of approaching and lobbying 
businesses to support the event. This 
is a thankless task that requires 
multiple emails, calls, visits and follow-
ups to get businesses to support the 
event either in cash or very attractive 
prizes for the actual golf competition.  
Ruth put together the basket of 
goodies that made up the raffle prize.  
On the day of the event the duties of 
running the raffle were shared between Tim and Ruth and Annetjie and John Rogers. 
Thanks to these four stalwarts the raffle made a major contribution to the day’s income. 

 

Ruth and Tim Cockbain manning the raffle table. 
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A very special word of the thanks to 
Ruth and Tim Cockbain for the effort 
they put in the Victory Cup Golf 
Competition. They remain the key to 
our fundraising projects and 
benevolence projects in general. 

Also, thanks to John and Annetjie 
Rogers for their unstinting support 
SAAFA. John ensured that the SAAF 
and Saafa Flags were flown at the 
event and all SAAFA insignia feathers 
were strategically placed, giving 
SAAFA the best publicity possible on 
the day. Annetjie and he also took 
their turn at running the raffle during the day of the competition. 

Undoubtably, the man of the day was Koos van Rensburg. Koos, together with colleagues 
from 43 Air School took on the responsibility of organising the competition along with the 
Royal Port Alfred Golf Club. This includes publicising the day by putting up advertising 
posters at strategic points around Port Alfred and encouraging fellow golfers to enter the 
competition.  

As Chairperson of the BEC, I was 
unable to attend the day. However, 
Koos stood in as the SAAFA host and 
acted as master of ceremonies at the 
prize giving. According to those 
attending he was masterful in the role. 
He handed out fines, cajoled 
donations from the floor and ran the 
auction of the historical SAAF prints 
that John Rogers donated. 

Koos also brought in the two biggest 
cash donors to the fundraising side. As 
a Branch we are deeply indebted to 
Koos for the pivotal role he plays in making the Victory Cup Golf Competition the prime 
fundraising event for SAAFA PA.  Without Koos’s enthusiastic support, the Victory Cup 
Golf Competition would be meaningless for SAAFA Port Alfred Branch. 

A word of thanks also to the editorial staff of the “The Announcer”. John Houzet and Adele 
Steck went out their way to support us with publicity and advertising of the event.  Jon did 
an almost full page article on the Victory Cup competition and they gave us a very special 
rate to run an advertisement on sharing the page of the article. John also covered the 
prizegiving, publicising the event and expressing SAAFA’s thanks to donors. 

At the time of writing, there was still some promised income outstanding, however, all 
indications are that 2023 Victory Cup Golf Day was the most successful ever for SAAFA 
Port Alfred Branch. 

As usual, it was the few stalwarts who shared the load of making it the success it turned 
out to be. To paraphrase Winston Churchill – never have so many members owed so 
much to so few. Thank you once again all who made the Victory Cup something to be 
proud of! 

 

Ruth Cockbain and Annetjie Rogers occupying the raffle 
table. 

 

Historical prints donated by John Rogers. 
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FUTURE NEWSLETTERS 

This will be last newsletter with myself as editor/scribe.  I feel I can no longer put in the 
necessary effort needed to put it together every month. In the time I have been running 
it, I received one contribution from a member, despite the many calls for contributions. 
This, coupled by the lack of feedback, good or bad from members, has been truly 
disheartening. I sincerely hope that in future some other member takes and does a far 
better job of it that I did of it and gets some support from the general membership. 

The final request is thus if any member wishes to take over as editor for the newsletter to 
please let us know at pa@saafa.co.za. 

 

The Editorial Committee extend their thanks for all contributions received.  Opinions expressed in this 
Newsletter do not necessarily reflect those of the Editorial Committee or SAAFA National Executive.  The 
Editorial Committee reserve the right to amend or reject any editorial matter submitted for publication. 
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