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Two old faithful’s, Table Mountain and of course a Shackelton, date of photograph unknown.

Editorial:
This is our 1st edition for 2017 and one can hardly believe that it is almost the end of the January already.
I trust that most of us had a good festive season break, and like the editor, really took time out and had
a good break and relaxed getting ready for a busy year ahead.
For our chopper boys from 22 Squadron it has already been an extremely busy period, flying almost no
stop daily trying to put out the terrible bush/mountain fires that the Cape area has experienced the past
couple of weeks.
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I will keep this editorial short and sweet and let the other articles keep you occupied.
As said before if anyone has any contributions or would like to see something in the newsletter please
send it on to the Editor or contact him.
NOTE: The Editor extends his thanks for any contributions received. Opinions expressed in this newsletter do not
necessarily reflect those of the Editor or SAAFA National Executive or Branch. The Editor reserves the right to
amend or reject any editorial matter submitted for publication.

Membership Notes
Membership levies/Finance
Please there are still some 2015/2016 levies which are outstanding. Why not pay 2016/2017 at same
time. The levy is only R100-00 of which the branch gets R70-00 the other R30-00 going to HQ (NEC). If our
treasurer has to send out postal reminders it costs about R10-00 for postage and stationary, send out 3
and there is not much left of the R70-00. Depositing cash into the bank account also eats in the R70-00 as
bank charges are taken for cash deposits.
Posting out this newsletter, costs about R15-00 that is besides the printing costs. So as can be seen our
little R100-00 doesn’t go very far. This is one of the reasons for having additional fundraisers.
Please pay up and if possible include something extra for the branch or R100 for the Centurion Fund –
could win some back. Please remember when paying into bank that you include your name as the
reference.
Banking Details: SAAFA Cape Town Branch Standard Bank
Account No. 072974915 Rondebosch Branch Code 02-50-09-11
Notices Meetings etc
Annual Fund raising Golf day – Monday 20th February 2017 at Somerset West Golf Course
Monthly Lunches:
The 1st one of the year will be on Tuesday 14th February – location to be finalised.
The 2nd one will be Tuesday 14th March which will be preceded by the Annual General Meeting – location
to be finalised
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Sunset Call
We have had 1 from our branch, who has received the call to Higher Service during the past period.
1. Dr William Hooper Rabie 08-05-1931 to 29-12-2016

At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.

Sick parade:
Everyone seemed to stay healthy over the festive period, no reports of anyone been laid low. If we have
missed anybody out, we wish you a speedy recovery and return to good health.
New Members:
Due to a technical hitch the editor has lost the new list. Apologies for this slip up but the names will
appear in the next edition.
Some funnies : The Balloonist
A man is flying in a hot air balloon and realizes he is lost. He reduces height and spots a man down below.
He lowers the balloon further and shouts: "Excuse me, can you tell me where I am?"
The man below says: "Yes, you're in a hot air balloon, hovering 30 feet above this field."
"You must be an NCO", says the balloonist. "I am" replies the man. "How did you know?"
"Well" says the balloonist, "everything you have told me is technically correct, but it's no use to anyone."
The man below says "you must be an Officer". "I am" replies the balloonist, "but how did you know?"
"Well", says the man, "you don't know where you are, or where you're going, but you expect me to be
able to help. You're in the same position you were before we met, but now it's my fault."
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Birthdays
Congratulations to the following that had or are having their birthdays in January and February.
Adrian
Graham
Francois
Neels
Daan
Tony
Don
John
Louis
Johannes
Cliff
Brian
Audrey
Witold
John
Norma
Jacques
Anthony
Audrey
Rose

Woodley
Lowden
Marais
Meiring
van der Westhuizen
Jardine
Baxter
Eccles
Wessels
Hollenbach
Sparks
Cartwright
Rogers
Jakutowicz
Heath
Johnstone
Weilbach
Ryan
Cloete
Taylor

05-Jan
07-Jan
10-Jan
13-Jan
16-Jan
17-Jan
18-Jan
22-Jan
30-Jan
03-Feb
03-Feb
06-Feb
07-Feb
14-Feb
15-Feb
15-Feb
16-Feb
21-Feb
22-Feb
24-Feb

If there are any members, missing from this list, please blame the
Editor and his searching in Excel, his humble apologies, and best
wishes.
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A Potted history of the Spitfire in the Wesern Cape
The Western Cape, and indeed South Africa’s, introduction to the famed Supermarine Spitfire came as late
as 1944. This was some eight years after the type first flew in England and four years after it had earned
the undying admiration of a nation with its exploits during the Battle of Britain. As Allied forces battled their
way through Italy and Western Europe, a display to tour South Africa was formulated under the banner of
the Liberty Cavalcades. It would serve as both a facility to educate the public as to the role the South
African armed forces were playing in the war as well as recruiting for the forces “Up North”.
In March 1944 a Spitfire MkVIII (serial JF294) was flown from Egypt to Pretoria. It then flew on to Air Force
Station Brooklyn (latterly AFB Ysterplaat) in Cape Town for inclusion in the local leg of the Cavalcades
entitled “United Kingdom at War”. The location of this display was at Green Point Track .
In any event, the Spitfire performed several demonstration flights and aerobatic routines over the city to
publicise the show held between 25 March and 1 April 1944.
On 24 March the aircraft was towed by road to the Air Force stand, the process being reversed on 2 April,
following which it flew to Bloemfontein for the next leg.

The Cape waited four more years for its next association with a Spitfire. The Bombing, Gunnery and Air
Navigation School at AFS Langebaanweg took delivery of two MkIX’s on 17 August 1948. Thus began a
relationship that would last until February 1954, a mere two months before the final retirement of this type
from the SAAF.
The BGANS (known as the Air Operations School from 1949 onwards) served as the combat nursery of the
Air Force where the finer techniques of operational flying were honed. This was achieved on two seaward
ranges, that at Tooth Rock near Jacobsbaai and the“Northern Range” off the coast of Paternoster Point,
and a single land range on the stretch of municipal ground that precedes entering Hopefield along the road
from Langebaanweg.
Here the eager pilots practiced air-to-air firing (against drogues towed by Harvards and Venturas), dive
bombing and rocket firing. The Spitfires undoubtedly fulfilled their greatest role in the post-WW2 SAAF
while based in the Cape, when they served as the primary trainer for 2 Squadron aircrew enroute to Korea
from 1950 onwards.
It had initially been intended to equip 2 Squadron in Korea with Spitfires, but the offer of P-51
Mustangs to complement those flown by the United States Army Air Force, alongside whom 2 Sqn would
be operating in the Far East, was too good to refuse and the Spitfires remained in South Africa.
Besides the training of offensive techniques from Langebaanweg, formation flying and general airmanship
were also on the agenda.
Many sorties were flown down the coast to Ysterplaat. The latter was the base from which Boards of Inquiry
into accidents and incidents involving the Spitfires at AOS were conducted. It is a sad fact that statistics
show that by 1953 the aircraft had been involved in several fatal accidents, mainly due to mechanical
failure.
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Often overlooked, however, is that the Spitfires operated by the SAAF post-war were built in 1944 when the
average lifespan of a fighter was counted in weeks, not years. The majority of the 136 aircraft received by
the Union in 1947 were largely third or fourth-hand, some having been rebuilt after severe accidents in the
United Kingdom.

In June 1953 the first massed withdrawals of Spitfires took place from Langebaanweg, and by midSeptember there remained only two on the base until they too were flown to Pretoria for retirement in
April1954. A total of 63 different Mk.IX Spitfires had served in the Cape over the five-year period and there
remained but some wrecks of those still involved in Boards of Inquiry at Ysterplaat.
At least three of these were sold to SA Metal & Machinery in Salt River, where the owner - Harold Barnett –
himself an ex-2 Squadron wartime Spitfire pilot (no relation to Larry Barnett of Mk.IX “Evelyn” fame) put one
(serial BR601) atop a pole. It became a landmark in Cape Town until it was sold in the United Kingdom in
1984.

Two restored Spitfires subsequently visited Cape Town for air shows, these being Mk.IX MA793 “Evelyn” in
1982 and Mk.IXTE566 in 1999 and again at Stellenbosch in 2001. The former is now in Brazil, while the
latter was lost in a fatal accident at Wonderboom near Pretoria in April 2002.
Steven McLean (Author of “The Spitfire in South African Air Force Service”)
From an article in Cape Odyssey 2003 Volume 3 issue 1
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Some Funnies
Rules of the Air
1. Every take off is optional. Every landing is mandatory.
2. If you push the stick forward, the houses get bigger. If you pull the stick back, they get
smaller. That is, unless you keep pulling the stick all the way back, then they get bigger again.
3. Flying isn't dangerous. Crashing is what's dangerous.
4. It's always better to be down here wishing you were up there than up there wishing you were
down here.
5. The ONLY time you have too much fuel is when you're on fire.
6. The propeller is just a big fan in front of the plane used to keep the pilot cool. When it stops,
you can actually watch the pilot start sweating.
7. When in doubt, hold on to your altitude. No one has ever collided with the sky.
8. A 'good' landing is one from which you can walk away. A 'great' landing is one after which
they can use the plane again.
9. Learn from the mistakes of others. You won't live long enough to make all of them yourself.
10. You know you've landed with the wheels up if it takes full power to taxi to the ramp.
11. The probability of survival is inversely proportional to the angle of arrival. Large angle of
arrival, small probability of survival and vice versa.
12. Never let an aircraft take you somewhere your brain didn't get to five minutes earlier.
13. Stay out of clouds. The silver lining everyone keeps talking about might be another airplane
going in the opposite direction. Reliable sources also report that mountains have been known
to hide out in clouds.
14. Always try to keep the number of landings you make equal to the number of take offs you've
made.
15. There are three simple rules for making a smooth landing. Unfortunately no one knows what
they are.
16. You start with a bag full of luck and an empty bag of experience. The trick is to fill the bag of
experience before you empty the bag of luck.
17. Helicopters can't fly; they're just so ugly the earth repels them.
18. If all you can see out of the window is ground that's going round and round and all you can
hear is commotion coming from the passenger compartment, things are not at all as they
should be.
19. In the ongoing battle between objects made of aluminum going hundreds of miles per hour
and the ground going zero miles per hour, the ground has yet to lose.
20. Good judgment comes from experience. Unfortunately, the experience usually comes from
bad judgment.
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Military Budgeting
The government has a "boneyard" for storing unused military aircraft. Fearing looting and theft,
Congress decided to place a night watchman on the property.
After the guard had been working for an while, an oversight committee realized the man had no
instructions. So they hired two new people, one to research security procedures, the other to write
them up. Realizing that these two admin types couldn't do their job without supervision, it was
decided to hire a department head and a manager.
The department head asked the oversight committee, "How are these people going to get paid and
how are we going to know if they're doing their jobs correctly?" The committee immediately hired
a payroll person and a compliance officer.
At the end of the year the GAO audited the department and found them to be $25,000 over
budget.
So they fired the night watchman.
The New Colonel
Having just moved into his new office, a pompous new colonel was sitting at his desk when an
airman knocked on the door. Conscious of his new position, the colonel quickly picked up the
phone, told the airman to enter, then said into the phone, "Yes, General, I'll be seeing him this
afternoon and I'll pass along your message. In the meantime, thank you for your good wishes, sir."
Feeling as though he had sufficiently impressed the young enlisted man, he asked,
"What do you want?"
"Nothing important, sir," the airman replied, "just here to hook up your telephone."
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Committee
Office

Name

Phone

Email

Country Vice
President
Chairman
V/Chairman/
newsletter etc.

Daan
Badenhorst
Kevin Sampson
John Bayly
Brown

bdad@telkomsa.net

Secretary

Juliana Thomas

Treasurer
Memorabilia
Welfare
Member

Daan
Badenhorst
Don Bacon
Anton Visser
John Heath

Member

Lee hall

0219136569
0849136569
0835907676
0214397281 (h)
0214448200
0825755904
0215086138
0726777800
0219136569
0849136569
0723721623
0219814426
0218522183
0829249051
0217156480
0722413052

Aquila Capensis Vol .29 No. 1 Jan/Feb 2017

hawker.ks@gmail.com
JohnB.BBrown@capetown.gov..za
Or
JohnB.Brown@mweb.co.za
saaafacape@gmail.com
bdad@telkomsa.net
baconfamily@telkomsa.net
stoffelaj@gmail.com
jheath1@telkomsa.net
leehall@iafrica.com
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This is where the editor calls it time to hit the press, no more news until the next edition which hit the
emails, hard copies etc. around mid March 2017.
So as said before folks, Over and Out until next time.
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