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The Editor extends his thanks for any contributions received. Opinions expressed in this newsletter do not
necessarily reflect those of the Editor or SAAFA National Executive or Branch. The Editor reserves the right to
amend or reject any editorial matter submitted for publication. It is not always possible to acknowledge the
sources of the pictures and articles as many are downloaded by myself from Facebook or other sources
onto my mobile phone, and it doesn't save the source, to anyone not acknowledged please accept the editors apologies for this transgression.

The Shackleton doing an engine run up with Dakota from 35 Squadron flying over at Ysterplaat Heritage Day function.
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Editorial:
Greetings once again to one and all. This edition also still coming out of the Langebaan on
the West Coast. The “Boss” has decided to continue staying here for next while as her staff
are all working from their homes so she has decided to work from this home. With modern
technology one can almost work from anywhere in the world. I know of a couple who run
and produce a monthly magazine, the used to live in Cape Town and they have moved to a
small platteland town and are still able to produce what they did before except that they are
away from the “madding crowds” as they say. I am able to zip down to town when I need too
and spend a couple of days there and then the call of the West coast sets in. It is only 1.5
hours or 135 kms for us to travel in or out. The weather has been quite crazy with extremely
warm days then we have been back into winter. We cannot complain as the dams serving
Cape Town and surrounds are over 100% full and many of the other dams in the Western
Cape are also quite full. We seem to have survived about 200 days of lockdown without to
many problems, we are now in stage 1. Some people and businesses have taken a serious
knock. The only ones that have flourished are the ones now selling hand sanitisers, have
never seen some many different brands and other cleaning products. I am meeting with
some of the committee and we are hoping to try and get some lunch meetings back on the
go. We have already put some dates aside for October, November and hopefully December
for our Christmas lunch.
To any one who has celebrated a birthday, wedding anniversary or any other event during
this time belated best wishes.
There has been lots of posting of events around the Battle of Britain, the D Day landing s and
other WW2 events.
There is some bits and pieces of this later in this news letter.
Yours

Yummy cakes for any occasion be it birthday or what ever
otherwise make it an occasion.!!!
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Sunset Call

At the going down of sun and in the morning,
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.

With the many anniversaries this year being celebrated this year and around this time
we should give thanks to God who spared many a soldier, sailor or aviator to see the end
of the fighting. The Battle of Britain—80 years ago, D Day –76 years, victory over the
German Forces in Europe 75 years ago and later the victory over Japan after the dropping
of the Atom bomb!

Many others gave their lives at very young age, the boys became men over night. Some
had not even achieved the milestone that we celebrate, our 21st birthdays. There were
those that choose to go fight by given incorrect information of their age, they were still
boys 14 to 16 ages. Lets us also remember the warriors from all sides that took part in
these conflicts, they all made sacrifices, many did not all ways support the reason for the
fighting but were forced into the conflict.
Besides the warriors, let us also remember the sacrifices made by the civilians who were
left behind and stuck in villages and towns where fighting raged around them, again on
both sides of the conflicts, the elderly, the children and their mothers. It is these people
that are often the forgotten. The sons and daughters gone and then even the parents are
gone, whole families destroyed. Today there is no one of them left to remember them.
This year in particular with the world wide spread of the Virus, many remembrance
services have been cancelled or been done by virtual technology –Facebook, Google,
U Tube, Zoom and others.
Hopefully we can at some stage in our busy lives,
just sit down quietly and say a silent prayer for those
who have gone before us, who gave us the freedom
we have today.
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AUGUST 4th 1940-The Battle of Britain.

Even though the weather was fine early and the cloud was higher with sunny breaks, there were no recorded incidents. It was a very quiet day for both sides. This state of affairs would not continue before a full out attack on the
RAF fighter airfields, factories and radar stations would take place as well as sending bombers over other targets, designed to bring up the intercepting fighters in order to shoot these down in air combat. No invasion could take place
until the Fighter Command Spitfires and Hurricanes had been severely reduced in numbers not to threaten the air
superiority needed to control the sky over the planned invasion beaches, ports and inland landing grounds for gliders
and paratroopers.
Fighter Command Victory Claims this day: Nil.
RAF Fighter Command Losses: Thorney Island 236 Squadron Blenheim landed at Ford with severe damage to Oil
System following attack by Luftwaffe fighters off Le Havre around 4.45 pm. Aircrew unhurt and aircraft repairable.
Kirton-on-Lindsay, Lincolnshire Spitfire N3271. 616 Squadron Leconfield. (Aircraft destroyed) Sgt J.P. Walsh. Killed.
(Spun out of control from 5,000ft during combat practice). Having been a pilot practising in much slower and lighter
aircraft in spinning, I would have wanted more height before starting a spin in a high performance and heavier aircraft
like that, in order to recover if it developed into a flat spin, or a spiral dive, the latter being much faster descending
and getting beyond recovery at that height.
Luftwaffe Losses:
3 Aircraft and 2 Aircrew casualties.(He111 70 Damaged-probably written off, also:He111 written off after crash when
landing and a Ju87 that flew into the ground).
Plus 6 other Luftwaffe aircraft Damaged from 25% to 50%.

No RAF Fighter or Luftwaffe Aircraft were lost to opposing aircraft or AA fire this day.

Air Chief Marshal Hugh Dowding ,who Was
Officer Commanding RAF Fighter Command
during Battle of Britain.
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August 19th, 1940. On This Day in the Battle of Britain, 80 Years Ago.
RAF Fighter Command Serviceable Fighters at 09.00 hours this morning were:689 total including
388 Hurricanes and 219 Spitfires, covering the whole of Britain plus some obsolete types including
59 Blenheims, 27 Defiants and 6 Gladiator Biplanes.
Overcast and dull during the morning. Forecast was for showers to develop my midday, which they
did turning mainly to rain periods especially in the east. In the west, although overcast, it was
brighter, although the midday drizzle periods ceased by early afternoon and it remained dry.
RAF Fighter Command Victory Claims:5-6 Destroyed, 1 Probably Destroyed and 1 Damaged.
Claims for Victory:
19 Sqn Spitfire pilots-Haines, Steere and Cox, shared BF110 8 miles East of Aldeburgh. 18.45 hours
92 Sqn Spitfire Pilots-J A Paterson and T S "Wimpy" Wade Shared a Destroyed Ju 88 near Southampton around 15.20 hours and Paterson also Damaged a JU 88 EARLIER AT 13.45 hours near Bath
in Somerset.
213 Sqn Hurricane ace: R T Llewelyn (13 victories 1940) Destroyed a Ju88 South East of Exeter
around 13.17 hours. One of the Forgotten Few., Llewelyn scored 10 plus in the Battle of Britain period, one of only 22 men to do so. 602 Sqn Spitfire pilot P/O Ritchie Destroyed a Ju88 near
Tangmere around 14.49 hours . 602 Squadron Leader-Spitfire pilot A V R "Sandy" Johnstone
(8 victory ace) Destroyed a Ju 88 off St Catherine’s Point around 17.15 hours.

66 Sqn Spitfire pilots -Kennard, "Bogle" Bodie (Ace 9 plus) and Cameron shared a He111 as Probably Destroyed 30 Miles East of Sheringham 17.30 hours.
Instructional Document Issued By Hermann Göring August 19th 1940Regarding the continuation of the attacks on the enemy Air Force and aircraft industry, the following points will require more attention than hitherto, if our losses are to be kept down to the minimum, and the enemy Air Force swiftly and irrevocably destroyed.
Until further notice, the main task of Luftflotten 2 and 3 will be to inflict the utmost damage
possible on the enemy fighter forces. With this are to be combined attacks on the ground
organisation of the enemy bombers, conducted however in such a manner as to avoid all
unnecessary losses. I will return later to the question of operations against the enemy aircraft
industry. The difficulties inherent in such a great task make it essential that while avoiding any rigid plan, the whole operation must be planned and carried through with the utmost care. This can
only be possible if unit commanders at all levels are of the best type. I have therefore ordered that
in future, unit commanders are to be appointed regardless of rank and exclusively from among the
most suitable and capable officers. Where possible such officers should be appointed from their
own unit.
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Immediate steps are to be taken by Luftflotten, Korps and Gruppen to test the suitability of all subordinate
unit commanders, with a view to effecting exchanges and removals where necessary. Not only unsuitable,
but also highly inexperienced officers whose lack of experience may lead to unnecessary losses, must be
replaced. Otherwise suitable but inexperienced officers must serve under a really seasoned commander
until such time as the latter is prepared to recommend their promotion.
We must as far as possible avoid a state of ajfairs in which our aircrews are kept in constant readiness for
operations, as this must inevitably fatigue our units. In the actual conduct of operations, commanders of
fighter units must be given as free a hand as possible. Only part of the fighters are to be employed as direct
escorts to our bombers. The aim must be to employ the strongest possible fighter forces on free-lance operations, in which they can indirectly protect the bombers, and at the same time come to grips under favourable conditions with the enemy fighters. No rigid plan can be laid down for such operations, as their conduct
must depend on the changing nature of enemy tactics, and on weather conditions.
Wherever feasible, fighters are also to attack the enemy on the ground. They must however be protected
on such missions by succeeding waves of other fighters. Twin-engined fighters are to be employed where
the range of single-engined aircraft is insufficient, or where they can facilitate the breaking off from combat
of single-engined formations.
The protection of returning bombers and fighters over the Channel must be assured by specially designated
fighter
formations. The same applies to the defence of our own ground organisation. Young pilots not considered
sufficiently experienced to fly over England could usefully carry out this latter task under the leadership of
veteran pilots. The training of these young pilots and the importance of adequate supervision during their
first operations are matters which cannot be too strongly emphasised.
As long as the enemy fighter defences retain their present strength, attacks on aircraft factories must be
carried out under cover of weather conditions permitting surprise raids made by solitary aircraft. Such operations demand the most meticulous preparation, but can achieve very satisfactory results. The cloudy conditions likely to prevail over England in the next few days must be exploited for such attacks. We must succeed in seriously disrupting the material supplies of the enemy Air Force, by the destruction of the relatively
small number of aircraft engine and aluminium plants.
These attacks on the enemy aircraft industry are of particular importance, and should also be carried out by
night. Should it however not be possible to locate an industrial target because of poor visibility or bad
weather conditions, some other worthwhile target must be attacked. It would appear desirable for the purpose of night operations to allocate to units particular areas which they will come to know better during
each successive raid. Within this area a list of target priorities should be drawn up, so that each sortie will
produce some valuable result and flights will not be wasted due to the failure of the aircraft to find one particular target. There can no longer be any restriction on the choice of targets. To myself I reserve only the
right to order attacks on London and Liverpool.
Experience has shown the efficiency of light anti-aircraft defences on enemy naval vessels. Crews must
therefore take care not to fly over them unless they are actually to be attacked.
My remarks concerning the allocation to units of certain areas for night raids apply also to daylight operations. The more thoroughly the units know their operational areas, the greater will be their success. This is
of special importance for fighter units.
Many barrage balloons have been shot down recently. Units should be advised not to attack such targets
unless it is absolutely necessary for the conduct of the operation, or unless the attacking aircraft can do so
in perfect safety.
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Effective co-operation between bombers and fighters by means of conferences between unit commanders is essential
for the success of combined operations and time must be allowed for this before an attack. Hurried orders and precipitate missions are impossible in the war against England; they can only lead to severe losses and setbacks.
To sum up: we have reached the decisive period of the air war against England. The vital task is to turn all means at
our disposal to the defeat of the enemy Air Force. Our first aim is the destruction of the enemy’s fighters. If they no
longer take the air, we shall attack them on the ground, or force them into battle by directing bomber attacks against
targets within the range of our fighters. At the same time, and on a growing scale, we must continue our activities
against the ground organisation of the enemy bomber units. Surprise attacks on the enemy aircraft industry must be
made by day and by night. Once the enemy Air Force has been annihilated, our attacks will be directed as ordered
against other vital targets.

-REICHSMARSCHALL HERMANN GORING Karinhall, August 19, 1940
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Remembering the life of a Battle of Britain Hurricane pilot and a poet whose poetry was turned into a
book after his death: The Verses of a Fighter Pilot. The following poem by Nigel Wier (KIA 1940) was published in “Verses of a Fighter Pilot” (Faber 1941.)
When the bloom is off the garden, And I'm fighting in the sky, when the lawns and flower beds harden,
and when weak birds starve and die and the death-roll will grow longer,
Eyes will be moist and red, and the more I kill, the longer shall I miss friends who are dead.
From this book also comes this poem entitled Rearmament.
I have heard the sullen howl of madness Rising, falling from afar; I see the desperate hate of nations
boiling up; it reeks of war.
I have dreamed of joy, unmeasured gladness planned my joys-for I am young;
England was weak, and dreams were broken; England meet the day-be strong!
Nigel Charles Weir was born in Hythe, Kent on 2nd June 1919, the son of a serving RAF officer who later went to Oxford as the first adjutant of the University Air Squadron. Weir was educated at Abberley Hall, Worcester and Winchester College, where he was Captain of Fencing.. In 1937 he went up to Christ Church College, Oxford, where he read
Modern Greats. He learned to fly with the University Air Squadron. He Matriculated in 1937 and was Captain of the
Oxford University Fencing Club.
Commissioned in the RAFVR in June 1939, Weir was called to full-time service at the outbreak of war. He completed
his training at 2 FTS Brize Norton and in late February 1940 he went to the Harvard Flight there for operational training. On 8th April Weir was posted to Penrhos for bombing and gunnery exercises, after which he was briefly with 504
Squadron before joining 145 Squadron at Tangmere on 12th May. He was over Dunkirk and shot down two enemy
fighters on 1st June 1940, Weir shared a Me110 and probably another.
On 18th July, in the Battle of Britain, he shared a He111, on July 22nd, he took off at 0620 and saw combat 20 miles
south of Selsey Bill, when he shared a “kill” of a Dornier Do17, which landed in the sea. He signalled a motor boat to
rescue the crew.
On August 8th 1940 a battle took place over a large British convoy (Peewit) off the Isle of Wight. Weir played a prominent part in this action. He claimed three “kills” that day: two Me109s and a Ju87 Stuka. Of these, however, only the
second Me109 had been witnessed, and so his tally was one ‘confirmed’ and two ‘unconfirmed’ kills. For this fine
work – and his earlier victories over Dunkirk – Weir was awarded the DFC, dated August 30th 1940, though he never
knew of the award. The RAF lost thirteen aircraft defending the convoy, Weir’s Hurricane was one and he had had to
make a forced landing.
On 11th August Weir's aircraft was damaged in combat with enemy fighters south of Swanage and he made a forcedlanding near Christchurch, unhurt. After these losses 145 Squadron was in no condition carry on fighting. On August
14th it moved north to Drem in 13 Group for a rest; at the end of the month it moved to Dyce (also in 13 Group).
He was awarded the DFC (gazetted 30th August 1940). He had now around 4.5 to 5 victories. P/O Weir was awarded
the D.F.C. on the 30th of August 1940. “This officer took part in the intensive fighting over Dunkirk last May, and has
since played a highly successful part in numerous engagements over the Channel. Pilot Officer Weir has shown an intense desire to engage the enemy and has destroyed at least five enemy aircraft, three of these in the course of a single day.” Weir was reported Missing in Action. on the 7th of November 1940 after combat with a Bf 109E off the Isle
of Wight in his Hurricane I aged 21.He was shot down into the sea off Ventnor by a Me109 of JG2. His Hurricane, Possibly P2720, or P2770) sank immediately. News of Weir’s promotion to Flying Officer (dated September 5th 1940)
came through ten days after his death in action near Ventnor on November 7th 1940 at the age of twenty-one
He is commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial, Panel 6. His portrait was made by Cuthbert Orde.
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From the SAAFA Whale Coast Branch

Michael Welchman’s 100 year birthday 8th September 2020 celebration.
The day was hosted by the SAAFA Whale Coast Branch, in collaboration with the family, and
with the Care Centre Manager at Kidbrooke Place Hermanus .
It is certainly a milestone and remarkable achievement for anyone, to be blessed with 100
years of a fulfilling, happy and healthy life. This very special Air Force Veteran is Michael
Welchman, a WWII reconnaissance pilot. He is also doubly blessed having his beloved wife,
Betty, at his side, on this special day.
Michael was born and raised in Johannesburg. His father had been a surgeon and he decided
to follow in his footsteps. He joined the SAAF in 1940 while he was a second year medical
student at Wits University. He qualified as a SAAF pilot. He was demobilized and sent back to
Wits but he persuaded the SAAF command to be re-enlisted.
He was sent to North Africa in Sept 1941 and posted to No. 40 squadron. After a long waiting
period the squadron eventually received their Hurricane and Tomahawk aircraft in 1942.
From February 1942 Michael started to fly operational sorties in extreme dangerous situations, as they had to fly unescorted single- or double aircraft missions over enemy concentrations to gather photographic and tactical information. Michael had some hairy operational
experiences and many of his fellow pilots were shot down and killed.
When sent back to South Africa he was trained as an instructor and did flying instruction until 1944. The squadron was sent to attack Japan, but as it was en route the Japanese surrendered. After the war, Michael completed his medical studies at Wits and specialized in
radiology.
The family subsequently spent some years in Uganda where Michael worked extensively with
tropical diseases and leprosy and specializing in radiology before being forced to leave Uganda and return to South Africa when Idi Amin came to power.
The couple had three children, Jenny and Richard (who now live the UK) and Rowena (in Australia). The children would normally take turns to come and visit them; have one of them
here once every two months. They have eight grandchildren, two of them residing in Cape
Town.
Due to strict Covid-19 protocols, attendance of visitors/guests was limited. The four members of the SAAFA WC branch committee visited, outside the care center, where Michael and
Betty reside. The two grandsons Simon and Kieron Alston, who reside in Cape Town, were
also present. Michael and Betty remained inside the lounge, from where they observed the
very brief program performed outside.
Something that made it even more special, is that Michael’s birthday coincided with the
South African Air Force’s centenary celebration of the use of air power / military aviation in
South Africa this year with the theme: ‘‘100 years of Air Power, through 25 years of Democracy”, as well as the 75th birthday celebrations of the SAAF Association.
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MICHAEL WELCHMAN CENTENARY BIRTHDAY: PHOTO IMAGES

Dr Michael Welchman he flew for the SA Air Force in WW II.

Michael’s favourite flying machine the Hawker Hurricane

Back: Cpln Mark Robson, Christo Stroebel, Johan Pentz,
Coffee mugs
Koos Nel. Seated: Betty Welchman, Marthie Visser,
Michael Welchman
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

100th Birthday Cake

Great stuff Whale Coast for helping us remember the folk that allowed us to be free from
the likes of Adolf Hitler and his crazy cronies.!!!
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Kieron Alston, the eldest grandchild of eight grandchildren and three great grandchildren,
spoke on behalf of all the family that couldn’t be present for Dad’s big day when he said:
“My visits to Kidbrooke are always special. Our Sunday lunches at Milkwood, and the care
center memorable. Our long chats over tea and biscuits, listening to all the stories from
around the world. The sad, the exciting and sometimes wonderful stories of the war. For you
to come from such an experience with your gentleness and love is amazing”.
Speaking about their parents, Jenny, one of the daughters followed, saying:
“My parents have been married for nearly 75 years and in all that time, we have never
heard a harsh or unkind word. They are still in love, and still devoted to each other. We cannot thank them enough for an upbringing which was always caring and peaceful no matter
what was happening in the world.”
The message from the SAAF Association Whale Coast Branch, in the birthday card to
Michael, reads as follows:
May every minute of your 100th Birthday be filled with everlasting joy and pleasure.
Wishing you a healthy and peaceful life.
HAPPY100th BIRTHDAY!
You are a very special Air Force Veteran who will always be thought of in the warmest way.
The short program included the following:
Opening with prayer by Chaplain Mark Robson
Short address by the Chairman, SAAFA WC Branch.
Reading out birthday messages from Chief of the Air Force (CAF), Lt Gen Fabian Msimang
and from SAAFA National President, Mike Louw.
Performance by Chaplain Mark Robson with bagpipes. Handing over of a birthday card and
gifts from WC Branch. A copy of the book on former CAF, Lt Gen Bob Rogers was also included as a gift, as Michael and Gen Rogers used to be friends since they met in the forties.
A folder with letters and address delivered by Chairman, WC Branch presented to the family
members present. The closing was the benediction by Chaplain Mark Robson. The cutting of
the 100th birthday cake arranged by Christo Stroebel, (in the center’s lounge, with family.
Chief Air Force, Lt Gen Msimang remarked the following with regards to Michael’s Air Force
service: “It is with great personal pleasure that I address this to you in celebration of your
100th birthday, what a wonderful achievement. It provides me as well with an opportunity
to express to you my gratitude for your service to the South African Air Force and indeed,
South Africa. The circumstances of your SAAF service in the desert were no doubt arduous,
which makes your reconnaissance pilot achievements in service to our country and the freeworld that much more of an accomplishment.”
SAAFA National President, Mike Louw also extended his birthday wishes as follows: “On behalf of myself and the National Executive Committee of the SA Air Force Association, I would
like to extend our heartiest congratulations to you on this, your 100th birthday. It is a special
milestone indeed and over the years you have set a fine example and have become a source
of inspiration to so many. We wish you a very blessed day filled with joy, blessings, and
good memories of your wonderful life thus far. It is our prayer that the Lord will bless you
and spare you with many more to come. Despite the current restrictions on our movements,
I trust that family and friends will somehow find a way of making this day special for you.”
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Membership levies/Finance If you are not sure if your payment has occurred or has been recorded please
drop an email to SAAFA cape@gmail.com for attention Daan Badenhorst or myself to check on status of
membership. Please include a R100-00 donation to the Centurion Fund will get you one draw (or number)
– which is draw every 6 months, the 1st prize is now R1000-00 , R700-00 for 2nd and R500 for 3rd prize a
good chance that you could win some of your money back. Because of no draw in July, there will be a double draw in December at the Christmas lunch, so there will be 2 x R1000-00, 2 x R700-00 2 x R500-00, not
bad for an end of year bonus, if you don’t pay in don’t get anything out!!
Please remember when paying, you include your name as reference. Often money paid into bank but no
reference. Please do an EFT to account, if cash is deposited we loose R45-00 in bank charges so we then
only get R105-00 of which R50-00 goes to National Office.
Banking Details: SAAFA Cape Town Branch Standard Bank
Account No. 072974915 Rondebosch Branch Code 02-50-09-11
Please put reference in: Your Name ! !!
Reminder that there are still a number of SAAFA 75th Aniversary Coins still available at R60-00 , if you are
still interested contact the editor or Juliana the branch secretary to obtain one
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Cape Town

Branch

Office

Name

Phone

Country Vice President

Derrick Page

0836502150 (c)

jgpage@mweb.co.za

Chairman/editor

John Bayly Brown

0214397281 (h)

JohnB.Brown@mweb.co.za

Newsletter, etc.

Committee 2020/2021
Email

0825755904 (c)

Vice Chairman

Kevin Sampson

0835907676 (c)

hawker.ks@gmail.com

Secretary

Juliana Thomas

0215086138 (o)

saaafacape@gmail.com

0726777800 (c)
Treasurer

Daan Badenhorst

0219136569 (h)

bdad@telkomsa.net

0849136569 (c)
Memorabilia

Don Bacon

0723721623

baconfamiy@telkomsa.net

Welfare

Anton Visser

0219814426 (h)

stoffelaj@gmail.com

0833750212 (c)
Events

Dave Pearse

0826553240 (c)

janrox@mweb.co.za

Shadow Secretary

Andre Van Dyk

0606601116 (c)

avandyk596@gmail.com

Additional member

Cassie Carstens

0824483843 (c)

wcarstens@absamail.co.za

Additional member (shadow
treasure)

Danie Sutherland

0826523469 (c)

Daniel.Sutherland@
telkomsa.net
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Some funnies

Thank you to Alan Nelson for drawing to my attention the following :
Congratulations to Maj.General Des Baker (SAAF Retired) on receiving another
award from the Royal Aeronautical Society for the best technical paper for 2020.
“Flight testing of the Fokke Wolf WW2 Fighter. In Alans words General congratulations on yet another RAeS award. You are a legend and an aeronautical icon,
not only in the SAAF, but in the global Aerospace fraternity. Well done Sir , we are
proud of you.”
The Editor and all our members also sends their congratulations.
The editor calls it time out for now , time to hit the electronic presses (email etc) for
this edition. The next and final edition for this year is due around the end November
2020 . Till next time keep well, and stay safe.
So as said at the end of this flight folks again, It is Over and Out until next time.
John BB
Right : A tribute to the bomber squadrons
of WW2 was created by the farmers by
doing a shadow of a bomber in the field .
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