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NEWS AND EVENTS 

 

Chairman’s Chatter 

Dear fellow SAAFA Durban Branch member, 

Greetings to you from this the midyear edition of “IN-FORMATION” 

Since our last newsletter in December 2021 our province has yet again experienced tragedy and 
hardship with April’s devastating floods. The loss of life and damage to property had to be seen 
to be believed. Yet the people of KZN seem to have the ability to “pick themselves up and start 
all over again” or so the song goes. Please keep those in need in your prayers. 

AFB Durban was not spared either and the base was up to a meter deep in water and mud.  A 
major cleanup operation ensued, and the base is now, to all intent and purposes, back to normal. 
An excellent lunch was enjoyed by all at the Mess at the base on the 8th of July, which produced 
a lunch of a very high standard. Our branch is very fortunate indeed to be able to enjoy their 
hospitality. 

Congress 2022 was hosted by the Weskus Branch of the SAAF Association at Velddrif.  Whilst 
our Editor will deal with Congress more fully hereunder, I must record that everyone who attended 
Congress was blown away by the hospitality of the members of the Branch and the staff at the 
Riviera Hotel where we stayed. 

Finally, I would like to congratulate two members of our Branch for the recognition they received 
for exemplary service to the SAAFA. Steve Bekker was appointed Country Vice-President of the 
Association and George Jacobs received a Certificate of Appreciation from the SA Legion for the 
work he has done, and continues to do, in preserving the Delville Wood Cross at the Durban 
Cenotaph. Well done to the both of you! 

Until our next issue, look after yourselves and keep the wind beneath your wings.  

Rob Sinclair 
 

The Sunset Call 

No one was called to Higher Service since the last newsletter. 

 

New Members 

No new members joined since the last newsletter. 

 

Transfers Out/Resignations 

Philip Weyers was transferred in from the Pretoria Branch. 

Tony Hunter was transferred to the Outeniqua Branch. 
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Member’s Accounts 

We have had an excellent payment record regarding the Annual Levies for the past five years, so 
thank you to everyone!  

All of our Active Members are up to date regarding their Annual Subs. 

 

SAAFA DURBAN ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

On 8 April 2022 the SAAFA Durban Branch held our Annual General Meeting. 

The branch finally got rid of me after I have served as Chairman for 10 years.  These 10 years 
have been an enriching experience for me which I have enjoyed tremendously! 

One aspect of my tenure as Chairman that I have appreciated tremendously is the committee that 
I have had the privilege of serving with.  The members serving on the committee are a group of 
exceptional individuals who have proved to be invaluable to me as Chairman. 

Thank you! 

Thank you also to you, the members, for allowing me to be of service to you in these past 10 
years. 

The new committee is now as follows: 

Rob Sinclair:     Chairman. 
Gavin Farquhar:    Vice Chairman/Financials/Welfare. 
John Boardman:    Honorary Treasurer/Membership 
Clinton Wyness:    Media/PRO/Regalia.  
John Bayne:     Branch Medical Liaison Officer. 
Hugh Paine:     Co-opted member. 
Steve Bekker:    Honorary Secretary. 
Lt Col Neil Butler:    SAAF/SAAFA Liaison. 
Col Lenny Atchanna:   OC AFB Durban.  

Rob has already convened his first physical meeting which was held in June 2022 at Gavin 
Farquhar’s offices in Hillcrest. 

Rob is already conducting the business of SAAFA in his own way and I, as the Immediate Past 
Chairman, am excited to see where he will lead the branch. 

Well done, Rob! 

 

CONGRESS 2022 

Congress 2022 was a delightful affair and was hosted by the Weskus Branch (note: not the West 
Coast Branch) from 24 to 27 May 2022, in the Weskus town of Velddrif. 

We experienced a warm welcome at the Cape Town International Airport, and we were 
transported to the Riviera Hotel in Velddrif in a Kia Carnival, which proved to be a very impressive 
and comfortable mode of transport for the two-hour drive. 
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Rob Sinclair looking temporarily serious on arrival at Congress 

Congress was opened with the Act of Homage which was attended by the Chief of the Air Force, 
Lt Gen Wiseman Mbambo, and Mrs Mbambo.  Gen Mbambo give us an hour of his time and gave 
us an overview of his vision of the future of the Air Force. 

 

Rob Sinclair and I paying attention to the proceedings during the Act of Homage 
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The Chief of the Air Force and Mrs Mbambo, and Mike and Vanessa Louw sitting in the front row 
during the Act of Homage.  They were seated there because not only were they very important, 
but also because none of them wear spectacles so they needed to sit closer to the proceedings 
to be able to see. 

The National President, Mike Louw, kept his usual tight rein on the daily business but still allowing 
time for some humour. 

We were treated to a low-level fly past and aerobatic display by one of the instructors in a Pilatus 
Astra trainer from AFB Langebaanweg – very impressive. 

 The ladies were treated to visiting the local spots in Velddrif and Paternoster, which made us 
Congress delegates wonder why we had not joined them. 
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Here we have Carol de Klerk, Linda Bekker, and Leah- Ann Sinclair enjoying the local cuisine 
and some social vinegar (wine) in Paternoster (I sob as I write this because I was not there!). 

Having completed the order of business, the Congress ended with the usual banquet, which is 
always great fun.  The food was excellent and the Durban Branch (in the form of Rob and Leah-
Ann Sinclair) opened the dance floor, which got everyone a jumpin’ and a jivin’.  Wonderful! 

 

 

The National President, Mike Louw, officially busy officiating.  It was a very official affair. 

 

SAAFA Durban Branch Chairman, Rob Sinclair, and Leah-Ann Sinclair 
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Linda and myself  

It will be noticed that the photo of Rob and Leah-Ann is in portrait mode while the photo of Linda 
and I is in landscape mode.  The reason for this is, as you no doubt realize, is that Rob is taller 
than I am. 

We were transported back to the airport after saying goodbye to old friends, as well as new friends 
made during the four days together. 

 

SAAFA COUNTRY VICE PRESIDENT FOR KZN 

During Congress 2022 I had the honour of being appointed as the SAAFA Country Vice President 
for the KZN region. 

I am humbled by this appointment and will do my best in this post. 

Thank you to Mike Louw and the Electoral College for having the confidence in me and for this 
appointment. 
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Me, proudly wearing my “Country Vice President” Badge of Office 

 

DELVILLE WOOD MEMORIAL 17 JULY 2022 

The Annual Delville Wood Memorial Service took place at the Cenotaph at the City Hall in Durban. 

This was attended by Rob Sinclair, who laid the SAAFA Cross on behalf of the SAAFA, Linda and 
I, and George and Irene Jacobs. 

The Battle of Delville Wood took place as part of the Battle of the Somme in France in World War 
I in mid July 1916. The 1st South African Brigade was told to hold the wood “at all costs” which 
they did from 15 July 1916 until they were relieved on 20 July 1916. 

Only 755 of the 3 433 South Africans came out of what remained of the wood; most of them 
wounded.  During the sunrise of 18 July 1916, the German were firing up to 400 shells a minute 
into the small wood. 

After the war three crosses were made for South Africa from the trees in Delville Wood. The 
crosses were placed in Cape Town, Pietermaritzburg, and the Cenotaph at the Durban City Hall. 

The cross in Pietermaritzburg “weeps” in mid-July of every year, and this phenomenon has baffled 
scientists since the wood is over 100 years old already. 
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The Delville Wood Cross at the Cenotaph at the Durban City Hall 

George Jacobs, from the SAAFA Durban Branch, renovated the cross in Durban some years ago 
and has been maintaining the cross since then. 

For this fine and generous act George was awarded a Chairman’s Certificate by me and was 
awarded the “Presidential Merit Award” by the National President of the SAAFA during Congress 
2021. 

Now, in appreciation, the President of the Durban Branch of the SA Legion, Lgr (retired Colonel) 
Pat Acutt, presented George with a Certificate of Appreciation during the Memorial Service on 
Sunday 17 July 2022. 

Well done George – we are all proud of you! 
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Wonderful incriminating evidence of George receiving his Certificate of Appreciation 

 

AIR VICE-MARSHAL SIR CHRISTOPHER JOSEPH QUINTIN BRAND, 
 KBE, DSO, MC, DFC 

Early life 

Brand was born in Beaconsfield (now part of Kimberley, Northern Cape) in South Africa to 
a CID Inspector in the Johannesburg police. He joined the South African Defence Force in 1913.  

First World War 

During the years 1914–1915, Brand continued to serve in the Union Defence Force. 

In 1915, Brand travelled to England, where he transferred to the Royal Flying Corps. He learned 
to fly and was awarded Royal Aero Club Certificate No 3949 on 30 March 1916. During the First 
World War, he served in No. 1 Squadron RFC in France as a flight commander before being 
posted back to England. 

In February 1918, Brand became commander 112 Squadron, a home defence night 
fighter squadron equipped with specially modified Sopwith-Camel aircraft flying from RAF 
Throwley in Kent, shooting down a Gotha bomber over Faversham on 19 May. He was then 
appointed commander of No. 151 Squadron RAF at Fontaine-sur-Maye in France, a night fighter 
squadron formed to combat German night raids over the Western Front. The squadron downed 
26 German aircraft with Brand himself shooting down four, becoming the highest scoring RAF 
night fighter pilot of the First World War.  Brand claimed 12 victories in 1917 and 1918 (seven 
victories with No 1 Squadron, four with 151 Squadron and one with 112 Squadron) and was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross during this period. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Aero_Club
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._1_Squadron_RFC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._112_Squadron_RAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Night_fighter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Night_fighter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sopwith_Camel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAF_Throwley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gotha_G
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faversham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._151_Squadron_RAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fontaine-sur-Maye
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._112_Squadron_RAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Flying_Cross_(United_Kingdom)


 10  

 

Lt. Christopher Quintin Brand, No 1 RFC, c. 1917 

Inter-war years 

In 1920, The Times offered a prize of £10,000 for the first pilot to fly from London to Cape Town, 
South Africa.  General Smuts wanted South African aviators to blaze this trail, and subsequently 
authorised the purchase of a Vickers Vimy, G-UABA, named Silver Queen at a cost of £4,500. 
Pilots Lieutenant Colonel Pierre van Ryneveld (commander) and Captain Quintin Brand (co-pilot) 
formed the crew for the record-breaking flight. 

Leaving Brooklands on 4 February 1920, they landed safely at Heliopolis, but on the flight to Wadi 
Halfa, they were forced to land due to the engine overheating with 80 miles still to go. A second 
Vimy was loaned to the pair by the RAF at Heliopolis (and named Silver Queen II). In this second 
aircraft, the pair continued to Bulawayo in Southern Rhodesia where the aircraft was badly 
damaged when it crashed on take-off. van Ryneveld and Brand then borrowed an Airco DH.9 to 
continue the journey to Cape Town. They were disqualified as winners but nevertheless the South 
African government awarded them £5,000 each. Along with van Ryneveld, Brand was knighted in 
1920 for his role in the record attempt.  

 

(L-R) Lieutenant Colonel van Ryneveld with Captain Brand, February 1920, standing in front of 

Vickers Vimy, G-UABA, the Silver Queen, before setting out on an England to South Africa 

Flight 

From 1925 to 1927, Brand was Senior Technical Officer, then Principal Technical Officer, at 
the Royal Aircraft Establishment, Farnborough.  In 1929, he was posted to Abu Qir (Aboukir) 
Egypt, later appointed Director-General of Aviation in Egypt from 1932 to 1936.  

Second World War 

During the Second World War, Brand was air officer commanding No. 10 (Fighter) Group, 10 
Fighter Battle Group, responsible for the defence of southwest England and South Wales. Brand 
actively supported Air Vice Marshal Keith Park, in advocating the use of small, rapidly deployed, 
groups of fighters to intercept the Luftwaffe raiders.  Under Brand's command 10 Group played a 
vital role in the Battle of Britain by defending southwest England against Luftwaffe raids and 
providing support to 11 Group (which bore the brunt of the battle in southeast England) as 
required. He later became the air officer commanding No. 20 (Training) Group. Upon retirement 
on 6 November 1943, Brand had attained the rank of air vice-marshal.  Brand's part in the Big 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Town
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jan_Smuts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vickers_Vimy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierre_van_Ryneveld
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brooklands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heliopolis_(Cairo_Suburb)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wadi_Halfa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wadi_Halfa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bulawayo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Rhodesia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Airco_DH.9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_honours_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Aircraft_Establishment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Farnborough,_Hampshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_officer_commanding
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._10_Group_RAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keith_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luftwaffe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_vice-marshal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big_Wing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Lt._Christopher_Quintin_Brand_WW1.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Vickers_Vimy_1920_(Brand_and_van_Ryneveld).jpg
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Wing controversy following the Battle of Britain, in which he supported Dowding and Park, 
may explain why he was side-lined despite being one of the RAF's more capable commanders.  

Later years 

After retiring from the regular forces, Brand married Marie Vaughan in 1920, sadly, she passed 
away in 1921 and he later married her sister Mildred in 1943. The Brands lived in Surrey until 
1950, when they moved to Southern Rhodesia. Quintin Brand died on 7 March 1968.  

Honours and awards 

• 26 April 1917 – 2nd Lt. (temp. Capt.) Christopher Joseph Quintin Brand, RFC, Spec. 
Res. – awarded the Military Cross: 

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty whilst on patrol with one other 
machine. He attacked a formation of five hostile machines and shot one of them 
down in flames. On another occasion he brought down two hostile machines. He 
has at all times shown great courage and initiative.  

• 31 May 1918 – Lt (T./Capt.) Christopher Joseph Quintin Brand, MC, RAF – Awarded 
the Distinguished Service Order for gallant services rendered on the occasion of an 
hostile air raid: 

For conspicuous gallantry. While on patrol at night he encountered an enemy 
aeroplane at a height of 8,700 feet. He at once attacked the enemy, firing two bursts 
of twenty rounds each, which put the enemy's right engine out of action. Closing to 
range of twenty-five yards he fired a further three bursts of twenty-five rounds each, 
and as a result the enemy machine caught fire and fell in flames to the ground. 
Captain Brand showed great courage and skill in manoeuvring his machine during 
the encounter, and when the enemy aeroplane burst into flames, he was so close 
that the flames enveloped his machine, scorching his face. This officer has shown 
great determination and perseverance during the past nine months when on anti-
aeroplane patrols at night, and his example of unassuming gallantry and skill has 
raised his squadron to a very high state of efficiency.  

• 14 May 1920 – Flight Lieutenant Christopher Joseph Quintin Brand, DSO, MC, DFC, 
Royal Air Force – Appointed a Knight Commander of the Order of the British Empire in 
recognition of the valuable services rendered to Aviation by the successful flight from 
England to Cape Town, South Africa.  

With acknowledgement to Wikipedia, and Farmers Weekly 27th May 2022 edition 

 

 

TAILPIECE 

A patient, visiting his psychologist, says: 

“Doc, please help me; I have been having these strange dreams”. 

The Doc askes: “And what have you been dreaming”? 

The patient replies: “One night I dream I am a wigwam, and the next night I dream that I 
am a teepee.  What does this mean”? 

“Ah, that is easy” replies the Doc, “you are too tense” (two tents). 

 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big_Wing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_Cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Service_Order
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_British_Empire
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CONCLUSION 

On behalf of Rob Sinclair and the SAAFA Durban Branch committee, I wish you only well until we 
meet again. 

Finest SAAFA greetings, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve Bekker 
SAAFA Durban Branch:  Newsletter Editor 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: The views expressed in this 
newsletter do not necessarily reflect the 
official views of the SA Air Force Association 
 
 

  


